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Commission Members Present: Garry Thompson, Gary Pehanic, Peter Carpenter, 
Jennifer Jansen, John Weber, and Michelle Hawkins.  Brett Iafigliola was excused. 
 
Others Present: George Smerigan, City Planner, and Ken and Linda Jackson. 
Audience: 1. 
 

Vice Chairman Garry Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   
 
1. Planning & Zoning Case # 12-2021 - A request by Kenneth and Linda Jackson, 
owners of Clark Street PP Nos: 281-02-140 and 281-02-141 for a lot consolidation. 
 
Ken and Linda Jackson, 3725 River Road, Endwell, New York 13760, stated that now 
that he is retired they are ready to come back to Ohio.  Mr. Jackson stated that he is 
originally from North Ridgeville and his wife is from Olmsted Falls.  He stated that they 
purchased the lots back in the spring of 2020.  They will be building a new home and 
their plan is to place that home in the middle of both lots.   
 
Mr. Thompson read an email from the building department to Mr. Sheehy which states: 
“please see the attached lot consolidation for 281-04-140 and 141 for Clark Street for 
Kenneth and Linda Jackson please let me know if this is sufficient to go on the 7/7 
agenda” and the city engineer’s answer was “yes and I recommend approval.” 
 
Mr. Smerigan stated that the consolidated lots with comply with all our code 
requirements, and he also recommends approval.   
 
Mr. Weber asked if this was a consolidation of three lots or two.  Mr. Jackson replied 
two.  The original plot plan had 50-foot lots and those were consolidated into 75 foot lots 
prior to his purchase.  We are consolidating two 75-foot lots together.  Mr. Weber stated 
that in 2020 it went from three lots to two lots and now it will go from two lots to one lot.  
Mr. Jackson replied that was correct.  
 
Mr. Thompson moved to approve the request by Kenneth and Linda Jackson, owners 
of Clark Street PP Nos: 281-02-140 and 281-02-141 for a lot consolidation; Mr. Weber 
seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT – Ms. Jansen stated that SB 11 passed which lowered 
the amount the city will receive from the American Rescue Plan funds. We were 
supposed to received $1.7 million and it was reduced to $924,000 because the 
Township’s were not included and now the townships will receive funds as well, which 
she thinks is the right thing to do because they were not left out of the CARES funds.   
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She is still working on the parking project.  She asked if the Commission recessed for 
August. Mr. Thompson replied yes.  Ms. Jansen stated that in September she will have 
a printed report for everyone and asked if it should be an agenda item.  Mr. Thompson 
replied that since Ms. Jansen is the Council liaison, she already has a spot on the 
agenda to discuss the project.  Ms. Jansen stated that if there was a lengthy agenda, 
she would defer so the Commission does not have a long. Mr. Thompson replied that 
she can defer if necessary.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS – Mr. Thompson stated that Shade Tree will meet tomorrow at 6PM 
in Chambers for Mr. Suhail’s tree conservation plan. He is unsure if Mr. Suhail will be at 
our next meeting because the Commission’s request to him was to have the Ohio EPA 
and the Corp of Engineer’s mitigation plan and Shade Tree’s approval. He can certainly 
appear before us for an informal discussion, and he does not know if he will do that or 
not.  Ms. Stone replied that she has not reviewed the packet formally.  Mr. Smerigan 
stated that he knows that Mr. Suhail wants to move as quickly as he can but we have to 
advertise the hearing as the Commission authorized him and the Clerk to set the date 
and we may be advertising for the Commission’s next meeting.  Ms. Jansen stated that 
the last she heard the Army Corp of Engineering have not given their approval yet. Mr. 
Smerigan stated that Mr. Sheehy wants to see his report and response from Ohio EPA 
and the Corp of Engineer and to his knowledge Mr. Sheehy is not satisfied yet and until 
then we are not going anywhere.   
 
Mr. Thompson stated that during the informal discussion the Commission stated that 
without that information there was no sense in bringing the plan before us. Mr. 
Smerigan stated that Mr. Suhail has submitted revisions to his original plan to him and 
Mr. Sheehy for review, in terms of making sure there are code compliances before he 
makes a formal submission so we have seen some additional iterations of the project. 
The plan has changed changed from what the Commission originally saw.  Mr. 
Thompson replied that he suspects it will change again.  He knows the entranceway is 
an issue with a lot of people.  Mr. Smerigan stated that he had three short cul-de-sacs 
before and now he has one cul-de-sac off the north/south road so he has revised that. 
He has also been playing with the houses that are adjacent to the river and added some 
attached units and live/work units, where you would have an office below the house or 
above so he is complying with the non-residential percentage requirement but it is a big 
project and slow going.  He assumes the Commission will see it in September.   
 
Ms. Jansen asked if Shade Tree could approve the plan without having the wetland 
study done.  Mr. Smerigan replied yes, because their issue is different.  Shade Tree 
needs to approve the trees he uses for street trees because he has public rights-of-way 
and they also get to approve his canopy coverage proposal so those are the two things 
that Shade Tree deals with. If they are comfortable with the tree species that he is 
proposing and the total tree coverage on the property they can grant approval. Now if 
they grant approval and as a result of the commission’s, the Corp’s or the city 
engineer’s review some things change he may have to go back to Shade Tree 
depending on what it is. He believes that this Commission looks for Shade Tree to give 
direction on those things.   
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Mr. Thompson asked stated that when the Commission approves a development, how 
is that enforced.  Mr. Smerigan replied the administration just like we do with any of the 
other PRD’s or subdivisions the Commission approves. For example, the last phase of 
Falls Pointe that was just approved, the Commission approves the plat and layout and 
then he and the city engineer make sure that all the improvement plans meet city 
requirements and the city engineer performs inspections while its under construction to 
make sure it goes in properly.  Mr. Thompson asked if those were building inspections.  
Mr. Smerigan replied that the building inspections take place by the building 
department. As with Falls Pointe Mr. Suhail will have to submit house types to the 
Commission as part of his package and we have standards in the code that they have 
to meet; for instance the garages have to be behind the front façade of the house but 
we review those and when he comes in for a building permits we make sure that all the 
houses were part of the approved package so we double check all that stuff.   
 
Ms. Stone stated that when the WXZ Development was at its completion and the street 
trees were planted Mr. Borczuch and Mr. Shepka went out to inspect.  Mr. Smerigan 
stated that anything tied to the approval someone from the administration will check to 
make sure all the things the developer was supposed to do are in fact the way the plans 
were approved.   
 
Ms. Jansen asked what happens if something is not as approved, what steps happen 
after that.  Mr. Smerigan replied that they must make it right.  He stated that they either 
have to put all the approvements in and have them approved and accepted by the City 
before they can get building permits; or if they want to do part of it but get started with 
permits they have to bond anything that is not done and approved.  He stated that what 
most developers do is they start the development and when they have something to 
market, they want to be able to sell, so we make them submit cost estimates which are 
reviewed for what work remains to be done and we get a bond in that amount of money.  
If something is not done, we either direct them to and give them a period of time to 
complete; if they do not then the city takes the bond money to get it completed.  Ms. 
Jansen replied this would be for new construction but what about for construction that is 
already complete.  For example, a year goes by, and they decide to change something 
that was approved.  Mr. Smerigan replied it depends on what it is.  We have gone back 
on issues with retention basins and sidewalks and had them fixed; he has gone back 
with landscaping two years after the project was over.  He stated that if the issue is on 
individual lots then we have to deal with the homeowner.   He stated that is there is 
something that the Commission knows is lingering on a project please contact him so 
that he can follow up.  
 
Mr. Weber asked if there was a meeting scheduled in two weeks.  Mr. Smerigan replied 
that he will check with Mr. Sheehy to see if his review of the Suhail project is complete. 
He stated that Mr. Suhail submitted his application so it as long as all the paperwork is 
completed, he will be on the next agenda.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Mr. Thompson moved to approve the minutes of June 16, 
2021; Mr. Carpenter seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Weber). Motion carried.  
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Ms. Jansen stated that she had heard that Mr. Suhail was removing trees without 
permission.  Mr. Thompson replied that he did not clear any trees.  Mr. Smerigan replied 
that Mr. Suhail had to complete a tree survey and the crew that was working on the 
survey had to clear some brush in order to be able to measure and identify them.  The 
city received phone calls stating that he was clearing trees, but he was not.  He 
personally went out to the property as well as the Service Director.  He also spoke to 
some of the property owners and informed them to contact him if they saw a tree 
actually be taken down.  He stated that when he left the property everyone was in 
agreement that he did not remove any trees.  He stated that it is his understanding that 
Mr. Suhail is still interested in a riparian setback variance to build some outdoor area 
around the smokestack as it was discussed during his informal meeting and he is 
interested in building something.  Mr. Thompson asked if Mr. Suhail was going to make 
this some sort of public park and if so, does the city have to accept the park?  Mr. 
Smerigan replied that he can offer land to the city but the city would have to accept it.  
He does not know if that is his intend or if this will be a part of the common area for the 
residents in the development.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Pehanic moved to adjourn; Mr. Weber seconded.  Voice Vote: 
6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.    
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.  

              
Planning & Zoning Commission Clerk      Date 
 


